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  Collaborative leadership for resilient, sustainable islands.



Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) promotes action to build resilient island 
communities by mobilizing political will and leadership, inspiring innovation and 
catalyzing commitment. GLISPA facilitates partnerships toward sustainable solutions 
and healthy livelihoods. 
 
In 2006, island leaders first came together to create GLISPA, which has become a 
global model for collaboration in sustainable development. Today, GLISPA engages 
the cooperation of more than 35 countries, fostering historical commitments towards 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and is celebrated as an 
effective partnership model around the world.  
 
The unique team and its leadership provide a platform for major high-level meetings, 
record conference attendance, knowledge sharing and action. This helps to accelerate 
progress, bridge communication gaps and bring international attention to the capacity 
of island countries and territories to take bold, ambitious initiatives in the face of a 
rapidly changing world -- across geographical boundaries and diverse political realities. 

Members benefit by working together to engage local communities, attending 
meetings and high-level events, networking, sharing best practices, contributing ideas 
and solutions, guiding strategy, partnering on projects and by gaining media coverage. 

“Working together is the key 
to being effective Members 
of GLISPA amplify their 
impact. We welcome you to 
join us!” 
Kate Brown, GLISPA Director

“GLISPA has been a catalyst for 
island leaders and programs 
changing the world. Now we 
have momentum to change 
the world for the better with 
remarkable efficiency. ”  
Celeste Connors, 
Hawai’i Green Growth

“I am happy to be a new 
GLISPA leader. Through GLISPA 
we assist and learn from others, 
making change from within.” 
The Honorable Lourdes A. Leon 
Guerrero, Governor of Guam



Caribbean Challenge Initiative - Governments and industry take action and commit 
to marine protection goals.

Aloha + Challenge - Hawai'i's local framework to achieve the SDGs by 2030 with a 
dashboard to track progress, provide accountability and ensure transparency. 

Micronesia Challenge - to protect 50% marine and 30% terrestrial resources by 2030. 

BEST CHALLENGE - A voluntary scheme for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in 
Territories of European Overseas to promote conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, including climate adaptation and mitigation in the 
EU overseas.

Coalition of Fragile Ecosystems (COFE) - Aims to create an international network of 
fragile ecosystems as sustainable tourism destinations with sustainable food systems at 
its heart, by 2030.
Climate Strong Islands Network - An official chapter of GLISPA that advocates for the 
interests of vulnerable US island communities.  
Micronesia Conservation Trust - The fiscal sponsor of GLISPA that supports 
sustainable development for Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, Marshall Islands, 
Guam and Northern Mariana Islands. 

Caribbean Biodiversity Fund - Reliable, long-term funding for conservation and 
sustainable development in the Caribbean. 

Annual Conference on Island Sustainability - University of Guam convenes 
experts to accelerate progress through sharing, learning and collaborating during 
presentations and break-out discussions.

GLISPA fosters initiatives  
across diverse political 
realities and unique 
geographies. Members 
are supported in taking 
bold action all over world. 

GLISPA Membership in Action

Hawaiʻi Green Growth - convenes local leaders from energy, food and environment 
to achieve the islands’ sustainability goals.



Local2030 Islands Network
GLISPA, Co-Secretariat 

“As a founding member of the 
Local2030, I implore other 
island leaders to join this 
undertaking to accelerate our 
progress for a more equitable, 
sustainable, and prosperous 
future.”  
Hon. Lou Leon Guerrero, Guam

“Local2030 proves that islands 
are not simply 'victims' but 
exemplars. We may be small, but 
we are fleet of foot and leading 
this race to zero emissions.” 
Minister Simon Stiell, Miinister for 
Climate and Resilience, Grenada

The Local2030 Islands Network is the world’s first global, island-led network devoted to 
advancing the United Nations SDGs through locally-driven, culturally informed 
solutions. For Islands and by Islands, it serves as a blueprint for transitioning to a 
healthy, circular economy through green growth and economic diversification. GLISPA 
serves as Co-Secretariat with Hawai’i Green Growth and facilitates a peer-to-peer 
platform of island leaders and experts across diverse disciplines and geographies. 

As large ocean economies, islands within the Local2030 Islands Network are pioneering 
ocean based solutions, bringing together major and emerging island economies – 
nations, states and communities – from all regions of the world. 

GLISPA supports the involvement of members in Local2030 Islands Network.

“FSM joins Local2030 as one 
of the countries excited to 
lead the way as a region.” 
H.E. David Panuelo, President of 
the Federated States of Micronesia

“The U.S. Department of State, 
NOAA and DOE support the 
Local2030 Islands Network, an 
innovative, peer-to-peer network 
that connects…islands…on local 
solutions and  challenges.” 
John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential 
Envoy for Climate



Blue Nature Alliance 
aims to protect 18 
million kilometers of 
ocean in 5 years, and 
also serves on the 
GLISPA Bright Spots 
committee. 

UNDP- GEF Small Grants Programme 
supports Bright Spots and community action 
to help maintain the balance between needs 
of humans and those of the environment.  

GLISPA Island Bright Spots, supported by UNDP – Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) Small Grants Programme, are proven, scalable concepts that exemplify 
solutions towards a transition to resilient, sustainable future. They demonstrate 
tangible progress on United Nations Sustainable Development Goals by island 
communities working together. GLISPA showcases these Bright Spots through 
media, webinars and workshops. 

At the front line of climate change, islands are uniquely positioned to lead the 
world to a brighter tomorrow. From marine protected areas to clean energy 
projects, healthy livelihoods, food production, local youth and island champion 
campaigns, preservation of indigenous knowledge and a wide range of other 
examples, Bright Spots shed a light on what an equitable future can look like. 

GLISPA members are encouraged to share their own Bright Spots on the network 
platform, yet examples are not limited to members. To showcase a Bright Spot that 
the world should know about, or to get on the mailing list for program events, 
contact info@glispa.org.

RARE’S Fishing for 
Climate Resilience 
empowers small-scale 
fishing communities 
to adapt through 
Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation.



Become a GLISPA Member
You are invited to apply for Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) membership or 
learn about volunteer opportunities and the many ways to become involved. 

GLISPA welcomes new members from all walks of life -- leaders of governments, 
businesses, institutions, organizations  and individuals – who wish to advance the 
health, economy, and sustainability of island environments and inhabitants.  
GLISPA is an inclusive partnership of island champions who take action, inspire 
and support each other to build island resilience and make a lasting difference in 
the future of the planet’s most precious, and threatened ocean-bound 
geographies. As a member, you have access to GLISPA’s global platform.

Networking among members serves to catalyze and contribute to the ideation of 
new initiatives, providing strategic support and guidance. Members benefit by 
participating in calls, meetings, and high-level events, networking within the 
community, contributing ideas, collaborating, guiding strategy, taking action, and 
sharing their news in GLISPA media channels.

The membership fees support the mission of GLISPA and those of all members. 
Together, GLISPA members and partners are making great strides toward global 
island sustainability and healthy economies. To complete your Membership 
Application for review by the board, please visit www.glispa.org/get-involved.

 

“GLISPA has made Ocean 
Foundation a better, more 
effective, smarter organization 
at informing our work with 
island communities.” 
Jason Donofrio, Ocean Foundation

“I call on you to join Global 
Island Partnership to work 
together to build resilient 
and sustainable island 
communities.”  
H.E. Tommy E. Remengesau Jr., 
Founding Leader of GLISPA

“Guam joined GLISPA 
because we believe in the 
principles, and our 
membership strengthens us 
and adds value…”   
Joshua Tenoria, Lt Gov of Guam

“GLISPA is important for its 
shared stories and shared 
experiences!” 
Perla Cecilia Tun Pech, 
The Mayor of Cozumel 

NEED PHOTO

http://www.glispa.org/get-involved


GLISPA Leaders

The Hon. Andrew Fahie
Premier of the British Virgin Islands

GLISPA Board Representatives

H.E. Gerald Zackios, Republic of Marshall Islands
Ambassador to the United States
GLISPA Board Chair

H.E. Hersey Kyota, Palau
Ambassador to the United States
President’s Representative

Willy Kostka, Micronesia
Executive Director, Micronesia Conservation Trust
GLISPA Fiscal Host 

Dr. Spencer Thomas, Grenada
GLISPA Treasurer

Joseph Smith-Abbott, British Virgin Islands
Ministry Natural Resources, Labour and Immigration
Premier’s Representative

 

Aruba • Adrienne Arsht-Rockefeller Foundation Center for Resilience •  Bahamas National Trust •  

British Virgin Islands • Caribbean Biodiversity Fund • Conservation International • Coral Vita • County of 

Hawai’i • Earth Advertising • EarthX • Environmental Defense Fund • Friends of Puerto Rico • Global 

Environmental Facility • GEF Small Grants UNDP • Green Cross France and Territories • Guam • Hawai’i 

Green Growth • Island Conservation • Island Institute • Italy • IUCN • James Michel Foundation •  

Marshall Islands • Micronesia Conservation Trust • New Caledonia • Ocean Conservancy • Palau 

•   Polynesian Voyaging Society • Rare • Small Islands Organisation • SPREP • State of Hawai’I  • TECO 

•   The Nature Conservancy • The Ocean Foundation • Tofia Niue Ocean Wide Project • University of 

Guam • Waitt Foundation and Waitt Institute • Wildlife Conservation Society • WWF

H.E David Kabua
President of the Marshall Islands

GLISPA Members

Susi Menazza, The Nature Conservancy
GLISPA Chair of Governance and Nominations

Celeste Connors, Hawai’i Green Growth (HGG)
GLISPA Aloha+Challenge/HGG Engagement
 
Radhika Murti, IUCN, Director, 
Global Ecosystem Management Programme

Joe Appiott, Marine, Coastal and Island Biodiversity,
Secretariat - Convention on Biological Diversity
United Nations Environment Programme

Yaba Batista, Deputy Head of Secretariat, 
Global Fund for Coral Reefs

Ariane Steins-Meier, Rare
GLISPA Chair of Growth Committee

GLISPA Staff
Kate Brown, Executive Director 

Paula Lewis, Partnerships Manager

Jabal Hassanali, Strategy Manager

Martha Shaw, Communications Advisor

Jenny Hawes, Logistics

 The Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero 
Governor of Guam



https://facebook.com/glispa/

@glispa_
https://www.instagram.com/glispa_/

@GLISPA_discuss
https://twitter.com/GLISPA_discuss

Find out more about GLISPA - 
led by islands for islands. 

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

TWITTER

Contact:
info@glispa.org

www.glispa.org

Membership:
www.glispa.org/get-involved

Mailing List: 
www.glispa.org/subscribe

Fiscal Host: Micronesia Conservation Trust, PO Box 2177, Pohnpei, FM 96941 Federated States of Micronesia
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